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Abstract

The PhD thesis (“Georgian Soviet Science Fiction — How the Past Saw the Future Perfect”)
examines the emergence and development of Georgian science fiction. The research shows
that the genre in Georgia came into being as a part of the socialist realism literature and its
development was linked to both the global events of the twentieth century and the country’s
local historical context. Therefore, the thesis looks at examples of “tamed literature” that is not
very well examined within the framework of Georgian Literary Studies. It is true that these
types of texts lack artistic individuality and they straightforwardly follow the regime’s
directives, but precisely these characteristics make them valuable sources for looking at the
country’s Soviet past.

However, Georgian Soviet science fiction possesses one more methodological privilege. While
on the one hand, these sources show how the regime’s directives towards culture were
fulfilled, on the other hand, the genre itself imposes its own rules upon individual texts. As
the central figure of Science Fiction Studies, Darko Suvin argues, due to its formal
characteristics, science fiction is prone to critiquing its contemporary reality. Therefore,
Georgian science fiction holds a liminal position within the dichotomy of obedience-
disobedience towards the regime. In particular, these texts incorporate passages that try to
create or strengthen the Georgian national identity, independent from the Russian influence.
The thesis uses the postcolonial framework to analyze these narratives and builds upon the
theories proposed by Edward Said, Homi Bhabha and Jessica Langer, among others.

With the genre’s ability to travel through time, Georgian science fiction writes an alternative
history in which the country’s bright (albeit, Communist) future is predetermined due to
Georgia’s heroic past and its numerous victories over otherwise invincible enemies. This
means that even in the far future, where no countries or various languages exist, the Georgian
hero retains uniquely Georgian characteristics. Therefore, these narratives can be seen as a
kind of group therapy for people whose national identity was on the brink of disappearance
for the better part of the twentieth century.

Key Words: 1. Georgian Science Ficiton, 2. Socialist Realism, 3. Postcolonialism, 4. Utopia,
5. Darko Suvin.
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LoLOEG00” (30M39Ws© 0d9Fs 1984 ol sbomermyosdo, “d030d9d0 300s3
Q900X JOL” O 3LIMLIMO FMADBIMOMIOL LogMMHYIODY 3309Y3909), “PYysmdol mg”

(99¢> BoBosl IMBY36m Mogsaliogoeo, MHMIgwos 03393l 0dsl, vy Msgbs
3905306MHM0gdL oo dbmwmaomo  3MHMmymalo  Lobmaomgdol 9360
3005 HBBYMIGOMBL), “h39bL 439MO®” (30609EHGO0L LGHOEPOL Bsdo s3ds30, MMIgEo3
56530f0gmo  sMLYdGOOL boergol 930BMPIdL 2309Y39ds), “0b, Moz 96 olfogegds”
(BBHMbby 2963056930 oLEMEM0S, GMIJoE 9©sd0sbols s BoMOMdMEOL
WOMOYOMNMOL  033¢93L),  “Dgbgdol  HodGowo”  (Jodmzgo  Imfagggdols s
M3bHM3969G 9 900L 306390 30639 dEHOL oLEBMM0s, HMIGEoE 30M39ws@ 1976 erols
50539 Labgarfimgdol 309dwgedo 400md399bes). 99X 9gMe©s3 983bsBogs ™Mozl mycdol
Bofo0dmgdgdlL, MHMmIgdos Lbgsolbgs LmEoswy® mvy Mo mgdsls dmdsgerols

7396GHoLGH036M A56M99mdo 033¢9396.

1986 {igemo — “3elsdmliols 393mdM960”, 533MMO 05M LM SdY
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0056 LM 5d9T 56O To 30MH3go Foabo HMIBOL, “VoM00 FsMLOWE” Labom XgH 309
1962 (gl 999m5g399bs. mdzs 08 OMOLM30L 339 39M339M0 BMEI0m ds0b
3H9Howo 3Jmbes 1986 {erob 309099 do dglveo Mmmbo dmmbOMIOEE Lodo ds0bs.
530b 30H99350, 24 ol §995090m 39F0E0 5T MO Foabol s3E MM 9MHMO S
00539 9GgOHol  5mEbmds  dowosh  MMME0s. VLMo S 39MVbMmoYIo
X90939m0 OHMIsbol Jg09a, O™MIGLsE 3mGs M3 0v) 5395300690 1bsdg3bogeHm
R96GOLEH03LMD, LoEEsdgd FMmMbOHMBYOTo  H56M0L  3M3MEsmIo  BHM™30, MEbm
30300bH3090m56 3MBEIJBHO, MBGGHMEMs© ©s 3608369wm3560 Mo 03MMHo 0
3 GHIO0 4Dog3bowoo Fomdmyzoyobs.

“Bogzomaol” dogH  asdm39dMe  30gdwedo  Fgbe 30039 LY BMMbOMBSBY
(“39M335530 3H9000:”, “3mldmbol 993m06Mg60” s “3oLRYM 3esbg@sbg”), 3O0GH03MBO
M@05 3533mOM05 X9JO 30093 1962 gl gbs. ob 53 FmmbO™MdZddo ®sdgbody
LovIgGHE ) MYISGHME 3OIMBGISL oTMYMRS, MYIES 80W0sbMdST0 sbowsbEMs
09O ol 3000l IIOOMIE  9BLYDES. IOOEHOIMBO  3MOBIOL 53dMBL 1986 farols
36900l dgmmbg JmmbOHMdIBY (“LoliBr M mdoEb”), Mog 339830JM900bgdL, ™I gl
Bofotdmgdo dfgcmods dma30569d00m 3gGom©do d9ddbs.

LPmO9go gl dmeErm IMMObOMBss 98 3090l y3zgars®g 3600369wmzsbo  Ggdudo.
LoEMsdg  BMPBOMOOL  sLHYoLdo  MEbM3WIBYBHIOL  BIMOE  RoMIBObZOL
R96@BoMM0M 35Lo7l 2300535BMBL, 999y 30, MBS MEbM3EWbgG o3 dofaby
993905 s §96M0ol LGowog dg@sE 3mb39630MM0 brgds, AFgMswo Js®oIEo LodFmms
1539360960 BBELEHO30LBMZ0L 0F30500 3MBEBIMEMBOME SHBOL 530MYOL. 53 sSDBOOL
05bob8o,  Lodgstrmls  Fmogmewo  dbmermE  ©9933060390¢0l  39ML39dG0300m
3960LsDBEZM0S @, 85ToLosdg, ™BOYIBHMIMS SOG 3IBGHOO SMLIIMOL s O3
3960539605.

1986 §igemo — “935360 Lsdbogo”, 53¢EMMO 6aBIM sBbBZs
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0530b0 {obs 309dob (“fgscrmdol EY”) d9FZ06 MO fierol Msg3BY sxzbsbegs
15393609MM Fb6EILEH03ME FobHTo IFgMow Gogoom dggdgLg Hoabl 59399bgdL. “LodFmms
5FoM0l” 8096 59m399o gl 30900 sBbIBZL F9dMJdggdsdo 3MeE0E03IMS©
439wobg ©dmbGme s J0bssMLlMdMm0350 Y39y Bobro®men  bsfomdmgdgdls
0}93L. L 3690 do bmo FmMbOMdsS Fgbyero, GMIGWMoEb mmbo 0dsdg

3M5LMOgL OYFOOWS.

9l JmbOMdGd0s: “0353M0 LsTBOWO” (MBS BsDosL Moyom Fgmeg FMABIMOMDS,
6H™Igog 30039ws@ bbgs LsmsmMom, “Corpus Delicti”, 1980 ol 36900 do, “d%Bols
©9L3560 699 MBS BBl  3LIMBYOO  MEOLYS”, WI0BYFPs), “BgmegE  IMbgWs”
(8LOJMWMYOMOHO BHOHOEIMO, HMIGE0E LOIZEOEOL BwdOIJEIMMOL S5b5E0DYdL), Ab
Irato (9GS GFoBosl IMO0Y0 39339 OBOZI0, MMIgErog  LoJsmzgem-Mmlsgomols
MOMOJOMNMOL  5¢gaMM0)o gbom §30943999), “949b0” (oLEHMOOMWO GobELEBGH030,
OmIgendo Ebm3sbg@gams B39l 3030e0BoE0sBY Botrmar 453wgbsl 033w93L) s
“x50mbbmmo 697  (0OMmFo  FmaBIMOMBOL 533530,  OMIgeroi  Ladgsmmls
©939MI0boLEGHME dMBgOSBY LEMBOHMO).

Ab Irato Jo®ormer LsdFmms LsdgEboghm gsbEHLE035d0 1930-0560 femgdol gy
30639000 (s ©9395651369000) Bofo®dmgdos, HMBEOE, oMW, SWYGAMOOWwo gboom,
959658 35063 5360030390L OGOl B0 LodoMNZI ML I3YMHMOIL. 53 SBEHOLdFMMOO
40bs5MLoL  J0bgs35, FMPBOHMDdS FmOTom LemmgooldMo ®Rgds, o3 odol
Bomgeo  Bogowomos, 0v) M90obs 8F0OME 0ym b FbOO 93538060 9d w0
L@E0SEOLEHMOO MgoE0BIOL 9GoSLILE.

1987 §igemo — “bozs”, s3¢HmMo 060bg ¢sewosdzomo

005L, MMA JoMoe LBodFmms BodgEbogh™m BbBELE035d0 Joerols bdsg obidol, bydsgzdzm

@wOoGHIOGMMOL FgOOwl, 00069 FHowosdz0wl by 3MToErm©Im. ,bs350Eol”
doge 1987 gl godmbyero dolo 309dmwo 0domsz odmoMmbg3zs, MM dmdsgzwrols
©OoLEBHM30v6 Hg390L 24300535HMBL, VLG »HIMOJd653" 39M0MEPOL boffo®dmgdgddo,
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294 BHMOM035, 9O 3b30gdom. BO05d30¢0  BH9dbmwmyon® [oblgwsl Lydods
do0Bbg3lb @5 bo@ogl  Bodgsmqdl, OMIWgddoz 93GMIdGH0BIE0s s HMIMGHGdOL
4m39w oMo ymgxob bsfomos 4obmds 50305690l Lodlobm@mqdl s 5@sd0sbw6
39300693l 53560230693L. ol 5GHMIMNEOO  056MOVOLYG  A9BIPYMOGIMWO  BsdgsHMmgdol
@oboB3BO3 9O 9M0Yds O BOIMME  3BIMBHaMmbolBIdLs3  bldots  FoMegl
1033OEOLM3Z0U.

369dmdo 99990 16 ImmbO®Mdss Fgbryero: ,,m308990m9%, ,d0fogMo Logzs®wmwo®,
»9Jb396M0096G 0%,  ,XM08s, ,03999gds”, ,d53bmool  3MbdMbg”, ,0MBYOMBDST,

»29603500 M0 853030, ,653H3M5, ,,0bs0 0356MMLO", ,, FMYgbsBHMYOS 353830 301900™,

»JOMO 250050905 Y, ,,LEBIFLMWM sOPIIRJI0, ,BBEHIDOOL y53390000%, , B30l
dbobomdo®, ,,00mdseo bds“ s ,dF9ME oL Lo 3gOWo®.

o505, 06069 9058300 M930L0 FMMLOHMBJOOL SBBMEYEHME MIMSZEGIMD
3960  2006900L  39ML3gdBH030s6  FgOLE,  mdzs Bsb  JoMormen  Lsdgbogdm
R96GHLGH03NO  oGIMSGHMOML 306039 Jowo  3OMAGIRMboLGHO, doms  Fgds®e.
dObOMIOL, ,,00099ds¢0 bds", IMegz5M0 doMo MHMIMEH0I0L 0bx0bgho, oM EHMLmMwo
393609605, OMIg03 L@ E0SXME 3bM3MYOIL M530L 3OMBIBOME 35M0geMSL LHoMSZL s

59 56B939560l 0900939000506 4593053905 wF93L.

1988 §igemo — “xsc0mUbmmo dagMgdo”, s3&MmMO dmoms gsamadody

“bo3omaol” doge 250m(399o  “XombbMMo dgMHgd0” Tmms goamdodol dgmeg
1539360960 FBENLGHOIZMOO  3OgdMEos.  A[gMOwo  dog  MOOBEYds  Ma30L0
06@90G9JbGHMOMGOo 200600, 4030  MdgEEol  LYFYSOML s  M3dgbodg dzqw
AObOMOSLE 0d9OHMGOL, oaEsd 3505w bbgoslbbgs MMy s bog®migdo,
b0 39190000 2505359939 65HoMmBMgdgdLS3 3300935DMBL.

380 59 dbM03 3959Mbs 3oL ,LEBIGHLYIXIM SMHPIIAJOO” S ,0Foer0 bHTo*
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3M90Mdo 99000930 IMmObOMOdGd0  Fgool:  “XomlbmMmo  dygMgdo”  (306M39ws©
500935 1979 fowol 3609dmwdo ©s 3030 ™mdgeol dmbsfiowwgmdom  3o6mgzgwo
3MmbBGodBHoL  oLEMMOSL 2309390s), “Logs EoLEgMo I6500MdOL F30ebBg (30639ws©
500935 1979 Harob 309dw9edo LsmsOom, “EobygMo IBsMMdO 530660” s oMo
3000MEMma05L  153g3609MM  BIBEHLEGH03MNMO  3mbEIJuEGom bLbOL), “Bmsdmdsgzswms
BMd530” (306039009 00935 1979 fierols 309dedo LomomGom, “bds dmdsgzerosb”
@5 003530l 5053056900L 2030 ™dgerols ofidgmbigmer Hodlmedo dmyboGmdol
99L53gdEMBSL  2obobosgl), “BMEGHMbMMO Jo®modbeol 3Y39mdsdo” (3mwo@H03Mo
SIRMOM0s,  OMIgwdog MO0 3sMOWIwMmO g  3930FGHOolEGHWOO
bLME0SOLEHMMO §3996900L YOO GHNMBILMBsS TgMGOo), “VBobsdargm” (yogz0
d9geols IMOMOY0 053350350 be 3esbg@oby, HMIgEbsg MB3gWw™m sGligdgdo
©53353HMMbgd05b), “™3gMoz0s ObMBsgM0” (353MdMOMBOL [oMmTMIMdOL olGMmMool
S BHgMbsBH0Mo 39MHL0s) s “Balixgewo d;309wMmdOLsmM30L” (300093 JOHO FMMHLEOMDS,
O™Igdog 293mdodg sOLYdME Jomgdl ™) MHJWoP0E OLEHMMOJOL  bsdg3boghH™m
5396@LGH039O Bs®5EH03d0 5303Lg0L).

602005 MH  LBowgBHJOLs @S IM3wgbgdol  FmEEmEbgws  Asbz0mMaMmgdsdo
393™30dgls LEdFM™MS LYFY36096MM FBIBELEHO0IOL JoOmzger AFIMgdL FMOOL sEdS)

dbmmE 6myBs6 583b5Bog5 0v) gomEMmengds. Afgemoo sbgmbgdl, MHma 566l dolmzol
@©53obolosMYdgo  0bGHMOs O O3V MdS  Jgudobml s d3ombggols
dmmEo0bgdbg3 ImbgMbgdMws© 005350ML. vy 2530035olHobgdm, MHMI  5Tob
393™30dg LMo oBoL (BHYz9gmdsdo s0dmBgbowo 5660l Jogaboo sbgMbgdl, dolo

90093900 9OH0MEM>® LORIBYdJO bgdo.

1989 §igemo — “B396 ©gs30fabYg ©300035MM”, 53BMMO Zo¢rgM0o X 0b Fotsdg

“B39b  ©9sd0foBY ©93WO35M™M”  “Bo3oEol” doge  godmEgdero  Ladgsboghm
R96EBGH03MNO0 B356105. O JoOHMNZIO 353939000, ZMYPOELS S 0MTSL s 30dMMPOL

dbaoglo ‘306 BsdmbyEo  GHMLML”  003a00boZol 33094390, Bs3d3900
439056353000 53960356, 583M03L O LodsMm3gwmlb 99moxM9696. JmyBomGmdol
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dofimeml 30 obobo 0dsLsg 90339396, MMI  “00009s30(gwgd0” 99 Yo oL
5005305693l FqLsbfogeo 03d3E090 s GG LHmGMgE 9933505 dMmEs3gdmwo
0530305. dobo Fobos FmMOP0 15333930l 253939058y ALb3xM3ms BLoJMmEMAO0OO
8m3Bogdss, 0935 GHNMLYY Lodmemm© 3960 HoMogl 9Judgm0dgbEgdobmagols msz0l

b 99dgboen d9amdM9gdL o 2ohobsMdsdg 439w sxngml HoHowdo yz9ds.

030l 09bgo35, ©®mI  BIHomIMgdo  L3Msdgo  Slogol  053839d0LM30LsS
390300, ol 0LgmMo 3dodg M9TJIOL FSBBOWZHL 56 9H0WYdS, OMYMOOE IdMdOL doge
053039 JosEMds ¥) MBsGHMWMs F0ghH 9HMTBJMOL Pog3Mss. Boaed goensd
X 06356599 doensmdol 53 Mgoe Mo 13mM3gdol 39MHom b53g36096MMm BsbEILEGH03MO
39bLO3IWLs3  GmvzeEgbl  ™ms30lL  3gMOLMbYgRL. s vy LZMEsls s Mmxsbdo
doe5MdoL 5000 1396900 M306MHMPHTHZ)30 TMYDIMOMOOM 356 FsTMLOEHMZgdE
500905005  fomdmBgbowo, Gl GHOs303wo  obGHMOM0S  BI3OOLM30L
©535bsL0sMYGOgO 39B0GMHO ILILEOMEO LvEsE 56 FNIZMYDS.
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